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Dlt. DIJ IIOIS It 10 1'EATS CIIAIUJKS

If thoso alono who "sowed the wind
did reap the whirlwind," it would be
well. Uul the mischief is.that I lie
blindness of bigotry, the madness of
ambition, and the miscalculations of
diplomacy, seek their victims principal
Iv amongst the innocent and the un
offending. The cottage is sure to suf¬
fer for every error of the court, the
cabinet, or the camp. When error
sils in the seat of power and of au¬
thority and is generated in high plac¬
es, it may he compared lo (lie torrent
which originates indeed in the moun¬
tain, but commits its devastation in
the vale. Oolton.

In the July issue of the New York
Crisis, Dr. W. E. 1). DuBois, that able
journalist, scholar, political econo¬

mist and socialist "returns to nis
mutton," so to speak. lie proceeds to

give Hon. Emmet t J. Scott "a Roland
for Ills O'.ivtr." The article is shrewd¬
ly worded, placing the redoubtable
scholar in the lime-light by citing
from official documents relative to
liis trip abroad and showing that Dr.
l)u Bois appeared over there as the
champion, of the badly treated blaelc
men in the United States Army, bring
3ng upon himself tho opprobrium of
.those white men higher in authority,
while Scott was nestled close lo tho
Secretary of War and his advisors
and that the aforesaid Scott suppress¬
ed these facts instead of exposing
them.
Hut why should wo explain these

mailers, when Dr. DuBois* own

language speaks for itself? llo says:

Wo fought and worked on
f tho Western Front, 200,000 strong
under a thousand black offi¬
cers; wo helped to crush the most
serious obstaclo to the modern de-

. mocratic movement since Napoleon
. Bonaparte; wo gained the sympathy

. and respect of France and tho civil¬
ized world.and what is more import

. ant, we gained a new self respect and
,ii new consciousness of power.

Despite all this great success, we

made one serious blunder and lest in
the future we repeat this mistake,
let us look it now full in the face and
seek to understand it;

During tho draft and the period of
cantonment training tho whole eon

science and intelligence of tho race

stood on the firing line; we relentless
ly discovered exposed and fought dis
crimination. AVe did not wholly re

move it, but we did overcome much
and above all wo know the esssential
facts. We suffered Willi open eyes.

Those opening lines read "mighty
good," hut they are only the prelude
to (he limbering up of heavy artillery
lie proceeds with liiu recital as fol¬
lows: , t

.. ..

Mr. lOmmett J. Scott as Special As¬
sistant to the Secretary of War, he
came gradually our mouthpiece for com
plaint and intermediary for redress.
It was difficult work. Considering the
discriminations of the draft law, the
prejudice of t lie South and North
and the Espionage Act, Mr. Scott
seemed to he doing as well as any
one could expect under the ciccum-
stancos. The Crisis noted this, gave
him every public and private aid and
thanked him for his efforts. Mr. Scott
several times expressed similar ap¬
preciation and once wrote the editor
¦on the occasion of the proposed spec¬
ial bureau in tlio War Department,,

This is scant praise and it is not
all that Mr. Scott will got in that
insidious attack that this learned
writer has staged against, one of the
most diplomatic race leaders in the
country. Popo's remark:

"Damn with faint praise,"

seems to apply in this ease. Tie

quotes and reproduces a letter from
Mr. Scotl endorsing and approving
Dr. Du Hois's celebrated advice to the
colored people of this country in that
lie advised them to wait until the
war was over heforo pressing their
claims for ahsoluto justice in this
-country for citizens of color.

This only went to show that both
Scott and DuBois were of one mind.
Certainly in giving such advice, lion.
lOmmett J. Scott was consistent,
while Dr. W. E. B. DuBois was in
consistent. The two had hitherto re¬

presented opposite schools of thought.
Thousands of colored people, who
did not agree with the late Dr. Book¬
er T. Washington and his followers
had enlisted under the DuBois ban¬
ner for this very reason. As a result

of this "turn-coat" business, this
class of pcoplo wore loft virtually
without a loader and they arc cherish
ing bitter fueling towards this dis¬
tinguished historian and scholar to
this day.

j Hut, it may ho that wo are saying
tou much. Lot us quote further from
Dr. DuDois relative to this matter.'
Ho says:

On December 1, the editor of The
Crisis went to Fiance. Within a
month after l.imling lie was utterly
amazed ami dumbfounded at the rev¬
elations poured upon him. He heard
of conditions, acts, conspiracies,
wholesale oppression and cruelty of
which lie had no previous inkling.

Ho .In! lie i export to : :i d that lho
hi;;uk .vdduTs had boon altogether

happy. War is war The soldier, black
or white must endure cold and boat,!
rain and mud, hunger and hurt. More'
over tlie editor knew that the colored!
soldier in addition to all this would;
tool the sting of prejudice and discrim¬
ination. J

Hut the editor of The Crisis and
we are persuaded, not one other jAmerican Negro in a million knew or,
dreamed of conditions like this:

1. Wholesale dismissal and transfer'
of Negro officers regardless of merit.'

2. Wide and continrous distribution"
of printed and spoken propaganda
ugsiinst. an "inferior" race. i

3. Open reiteration of unfounded
charges of cowardice and infamous
crime. j

.I. Deliberate attempts to discour¬
age morale, withhold equipment and
put unequipped units into battle. <

r>. Mistreating, overworking and
almost enslaving many of the stove
dore laborers.

i». Dismissing and demoting while
officers who refused to join the anti-
Negro campaign.

7. Organizing one. of the bitterest
and most, stinging campaigns of per.
sonal affront and insult ever attempt'
ed in a civilized land against eiviliz
ed people. j
For four long months story after

story and document after document
poured into «he editor's hands sub¬
stantiating the above charges. For
four months the editor was helpless."
Every step he took was heralded by'
the Intelligence Service of the Ameri¬
can Expeditionary Force as follows:
Headquarters, Ninety-Second Divis¬

ion, American Expedjtionary Forc¬
es, A. P. O., TOG

I January, 1919
SECRET.

EMO:
To Intelligence Officers.

1. A man by name of D.illois, with
visitor's pass, reported on his way
to visit this Division; His presence
at station of any unit will he im-j
mediately report ed in secrei. enclos-J
urq to Assist ant Chief of Staff G'2. '
these headquarters. Likewise prompt
report will he made to G-2 of all his
moves and actions, whilo at station)
of any unit . i

2.Tho fact of this inquiry as to D\t
Hois and his moves will not ho dis
closed to any person outside the tn
telligenec Service. j
By command of I

Brigadier-Gem rnl ERWIN
F. P. SOIIOONMAKER,

Major, General Staff,
A. C. of S. G< -2.

Wo do not sec why Dr. DuBois
should have presumed (lint fair treat
mont would ho accorded colored sol¬
diers when they wore in charge of a

Department of the Governmout known
to have not only racial antipathy to
the Negroes, hut towards tho Jews.
They praoticcd their deviltry upon
Lieutenant Flipper a decade ago and
found a way to officially proclaim
that Lieutenant Whittaker cut his
own cars from his own head. They
declared Col . Charles Young to ho
unfit for service, disabled and suff¬
ering from diseases of which ho did
not know, although ho could ride
forty miles on horseback and could
"cut a pigeon's wing" to the 'queen's
taste" had he felt so inclined.

But Dr. W. 10. II. DuBois, to our

astonishment admits that he signed
a pledge not to communicate to this

' ccjuiiltry tho distressing facts that
came under his observation. Is ho
not aware that lion. Emmett J.
Scott was compelled to observe a

pledge even more drastic than tho
one that he signed? How else could
he have held ^the position as Special
Assistant to the Secretary of War?
.Socrecy is the watch -word in that

Department. It appears to us that
Dr. DuBois is blaming Mr. Scott
for doing the very thing that ho (Du
'Bois) was compelled to do. Bringing
the matter home to ourselves, this
is why wo havo never held public
offlco and it is why wo havo not con

ncclod ourselves with many of the
organizations that are now in exist
eiice. We want tho right of free
speech and the right to criticise and
advise in matters pertaining to a raco
with which wo are identified.
Lot us presume for a moment that

Dr. DuBois had boon appointed a

captain in tho regular army, common

ly known as a "desk captain," would
he have dared to have edited (he mat¬
ter that is now appearing in the
New York Crisis? In view of tho
pledge that he admitted that ho
signed when he was not a desk cap
tain, we feel confident that he would
havo heen as cooingly silent as the
distinguished race leader who has
had an office adjacent to tho one oc¬

cupied by tho distinguished Secretary
of War.
Speaking of himself in the third

person, DuBois says:

He was compelled to sign the fol
lowing pledge as to his correspondence
with America:
"To avoid criticism of all Allied

Forces: to avoid any observation
tending to aid the enemy or to injure
morale of tho Allies, and not to pub

lish any written statements, or give
out any interviews, except through the
censorship of tho' Intelligence Section
of tho General Staff."

lie landed in America, March 31
and in the ensuing issuo of Tho Cris
is ho felt it his duty to ask Mr. Scott
our special representative in (lie War
Department three simple questions of
fact.

Those three simple questions of
fact have aroused all of tins furor
and have caused no end of trouble.
No one doubts but what. Emmctt J.
Scott knew about these conditions
and a great deal inoro than he will
ever dare give to the public. If
W. E. 13. DuBois signed a pledge in
Franco, not to communicate to this
country what he saw there, how
could Emmctt J. Scott communicate
to tho public what he knew here?
There was only one way out and
that was through the door of resigna¬
tion. Even had he resigned, lie. dared
not disclose what lie knew when he
hold office.

l)r. W. E. 13. DuBois,, as a captain
would have had official lock-Jaw up
to this time and certainly lie knows
it. There is one confirmation in the
Scott letter that Dr. DuBois has* re

produced and that is that it shows j
that Einmclt J. Scott did advocate
and favor t lie appointment of Dr. Du

Bois to a captaincy in the regular
army. It looked to us like a trap, in
to which the able scholar walked.
Certainly, it has marred his career

in no small degree and it has estrang¬
ed an army of people who formerly
admired and praised hin\.. Hero ts(
more of the siuno kind of. in forma* j
lion.

The Crisis dislikes and. avoids per(
sonal controversy. The Crisis knows
llmt it is easier to eritiolso than t.o
ilo. The Crisis is eager to givo Mr.
Scott every credit due and to make
every allowanca for the singular difj
fieulty of his position. But tho Crisis
in its position as public men-!
tor and adviser and newspaper ah
solutcly refuses to ho turned ono

moment from its determination to
know why it was that in this the
most critical period of the cxistonco.
of the Negro race, 200,000 of tho bcsti
blood of our young manhood men'
who offered their live3 for their peo-|
pie and their country could ho oruci,
fied, Insulted; degraded' anil maltreat
cd while their fathers*. mothers* sis
tors and brothers had no adequate
knowledge of the real- truth.

What good would it liavo dono(
these fathers, mothors, sisters and
brothers to liavo known the- truth,
when there was not lvelp and citizens
hero were? being denied the fundament
al rights guaranteed under tho Con¬

stitution of the United States? We, J
who wc.ve in this country were not

permitted to speak above a whisper . j
Tho press was silcueed and many a

man is in tho penitentiary today,
who Is as guiltless of any orimo as.

the dripping snow. Did Mr. Scott con-,

coal fatal knowledge? Mad ho given J
out. the information, would ho have

saved human, life? Could he have

mitigated or Improved conditions by

giving the facts to the country, when

there was not a newspaper in tho

land that would have dared to have

given space to his disclosures or a

mail-carrier, whito or colored, who

would have dared to knowingly tiaus

mil this information even in the

mails? 1
The same rule of conduct that pre-'

vailed inside of the American lines

in Prance operated outside of the

American linos in this country . Dr.

DuBois continues:
i

^
i

it is not simply a question of what
.Mr. Scott, personally could or could
not accomplish.God knows wo are

all of us helpless enough in this hit
tor fight- it is the vaster question of
the right of concealing fatal knowl¬
edge; if Mr. Scott could do nothing,
how did he know that others were

equally helpless? How did he know
that ail of us together would he equal
ly helpless? x

I
* ' )

"Again we ask the question, did Mr.

Scott conceal fatal knowledge? That

is, did he conceal facts that would
if known have averted the elocution
of a human being? If he did, then

Dr. DuBois is correct in his conclus¬

ions. Dr. DuBois tells him what he

could have done. IIo.ro it Is:
- . . .v-.*

Why could he not have reassembl¬
ed the editor's confcrenco or even

some larger meeting of influential
men and said to them in confidence.
"Hell is loose in Franco, and our

hoys arc dying in soul and body
what can be done?" If he could not
act publicly could ho not have passed
the word quietly to his friends? Was
his only recourse silence and the ro

peated assurance to inquiry that
everything was going well?

Suppose we discovered that some
colored official was concealing the
knowledge of lynch ings on the ground
that he could not. stop them; shall
we not try the power of every one.

the vast, combined power of all bo
fore wo surrender? No concealment
is ever a cure for crime.

» Did Mr. Scott's position depend
, on his not revealing the desperate
* conditions in France? We do not be
! liove it. Wo believe that Secretary
Baker would have halted tho anti-

| Negro campaign had he known its
j lengths. We believe that the color
ed press, even with the limitations
of the Espionage Law could have
worked up public opinion that would
have brought CJreer and his compeers
home; and even granted tTiaf abso
lately nothing could have been done
we ought at least to have known tho
truth.

.
...up. »
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lnr character wore held aittl' well.nigh
overy thiug was said (hat could be ;

said. Hon. Ennnoll J. Scott in par. is
tlcu?h.r and other higher officials In
general received a veritable "ox- J
roast." It did not hall the anti-Negro-?
campaign. So what is

t alleged Mr.
Scott did not do was done by other:?.,
but it was done. In this connection,,
it would bo well to mention William
Monroe Trotter, Mrs. Ida Wells Bar
nott, 'Rev. W. 11. Jeruigan, Rev . A..
C. Powell; ltev. J. Milton Waldron,
Dr. E.. W. Moore and a host of
others, all doing exactly what. Or.
Duliois says should have been, done
What matters it whether it was

done by the one or by the other so

long as it was done? On tho other
hand Or. W. E. 11. Duliois was on

record as having recommended in the
Now York Crisis that wo..l«t» our

wrongs and our grievances wait, un¬

til after the war was over. By what
scheme of reasoning, can he now lam
hast Scott for doing the very tiling.}
that ho had advised him and others
to do? Our esteemed literary friend,
proceeds to givo even Hon. Ralph W.
Tyler a parting shot for concerning
liiim ho sa

The sending of Ralph Tyler- final
ly as newspaper correspondent wnsj
an excellent move but it came too]
late and, indeed unless Mr ; Tyler jhad' special facilities accorded liini, he,
could send nothing essential past the-,<
censor, He bad no special facilities Jand bo sent nothing. But that was-
not all. Despite tho fact that Air. jTyler had tho same opportunities as
tho editor of the Crisis to learn the!
truth, ho has sincp his roturn pub- Jlished practtfthlly nothing and re¬
vealed no essential fact. (

Why? j
Mr. Tyler, was sent like most of.

the others were sent, handicapped]
from the start. Only those- who stay-<
ed on tl^s side of the Atlantic in'
their own right or went over there
untrammcled like Editor William Mon
100 Trotter are. in a position to speak.
la view of their restrictions and prom- jises, they would violate solemn obli¬
gations, so to do. The No« York Cris-i
is concludes: t

Tlie Crisis therefore, leaves the mat
ter precisely in the position that, it
was before:

1. Did Mr Scotl know the treat¬
ment. which black troops were reeeiv
ing in Franco?

2. If Mr. Scott did not know, why
did he not find out?

3. If he did know, what did he do
about il?

Wo do not believe that there is

any (»«>ul>t out vuat Hon. Emmet t J.
S»ctt bad boon informed of condi-'
tions as tliey existed in Franco and
in this country. The question is what
could- he do and what did he do about
it? I T is duties were to receive com¬

plaints and to forward those deserv
ing of consideration to the proper
authorities for a rectification of con¬

ditions and a remedying of evils al-'
loged to exist as affecting colored
men in the army. If be did not do
this he is blamable. If ho 'did do'

this, thon ho did all that could be.

expected of him to do. The only onej
who can answer this question with'

accuracy and certainty is Secretary
of War Baker. Why not apply to
him for information upon this sub¬
ject? J
To our mind, it seems that tho

gun of tho distinguished scholar'
and journalist should he levelled up
on tho white officers guilty of hav-j
ing degraded, enslaved and persecut¬
ed colored mon in the army and that
the making of a scapegoat of Scott,
is only making it impossible to so-'
euro punishment of those responsible
for the outrages. Wliilo Duliois and
Scott are fighting each othor, tho*
Negro haters in the War Department'

^ 'I

are laughingly making their escape
from criticism or deserved punisli-r
mont.
We havo never favored tho Booker

T. Washington school of thought, of
which tho Hon. Einmett J. Scott is
the representative. It favors too much
of cringing, of moving along tho
lines of the loast resistance, of "bond
ing tho supplo hinges of tho knee,
that favor follow fawning." Wo
have been impressed with that school
of thought, advocated by Dr. W. E.j
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B. DuBois the lalo Bishop Aloxandor
Walters, liilitor J. It. Clifford, Hon.
II. C. Smith and William Monroo
Trotter. Hut. wo havo not in recent
years affiliated with any of these
organizations preferring to bo in

dependent and to h«j in a position
where we could speak without ft nr
or favor.
Wo believe in lair, play and it. is

for this reason that wo <lo not see

our way clear to approve of the act¬
ion of Dr. W. 10. 1?. DuBois in at¬
taching one of the- most popular race
leaders in the country, who has done
what he could to ameliorate the con¬

ditions of our people in the army and
outside of it. lfo was placed in a

veritable "strait-jacket" in tho War
Department and made the buffer for
the complaints of the colored people.
We would not have accepted tho posi
tion at ten thousand dollars per year
and yet he came out of the job a

poorer if not a wiser man. If he
wishes to write a history of the war
in order to secure a ltfo time com¬

petency to support himself and fami¬
ly. let him do it without any criti¬
cism. If Dr. W. 13. B. DuBois wish
es to do tl»e same thing, let him do
It.
Wo would like to see them both

worth a quarter of a million dollars
before death. They are entitled to it
and let them have it but what is the
use of the one "cutting the throat" of
the other while our oncmies look on

with evident amusement and satis¬
faction. Dr. W. K, B. DuBois has
evidence of tho treatment of the col¬
ored soldiers in the army. What is
ho doing with this evidence
other than publishing it in
the New York Crisis and using it as

a battering ram to destroy Scott, who
according to his own evidence did
all that he could for him?

The men affected in tho army, that
is t lie white men, regard as harmless
these disclosures. They can do no,

good until they j>ro put in tho legal
form of charges and filed with the.
President of tho U. S., as Commander
in chief of the Army and Navy!
the Secretary or War, the Chief of
Staff or the Adjutant Gonoral of the
United States Army. When they'
como in this way, theso guilty white
officers, ono of whom is known as!
Brigadier General Erwin and who ro
ferrod to Dr. DuBois as "A man Du

! Bois" will tako notice and will bo

inclined to repeat the words of-
Shakespeare:.

Approach thou like the rugged
Russian bear,

The ann'd rhinoceros or the llyr-
wian tiger;

Take any shape but that, and my
firm nerves

Shall never tremble. t I

They are now beginning the un¬

heard of proceeding of trying the
head of a State for the offenses com¬

mit letl during times of war. This
will give Dr. DuBois the opportunl-i
ty lie desires. American officers in
Europe under this ruling will lte liable!
for crimes committed upon their own'
soldiers during the time of the same

struggle. Will Dr. DuBois collect
and put. in legal form the facts that!
he has gathered which he says is con- J
slitutcd as. follows: I

"Hut the Crisis in its position as'
public mentor and adviser and news
paper absolutely refuses to be turn¬
ed one moment from its determina¬
tion to know why it was that in this
the most critical period of the exist¬
ence of tho Negro race, 200,000 of
the best blood of our young man hood
man who offered their lives for

their people and their country could i
be crucified, insulted, degraded and]maltreated while their fathers, moth- J
ers, sisters, and brothers had no

adequate knowledge of the real truth.

Dr. W. 13. B. DuBois, Hon. Emmet t
J. Scott is not guilty of any of theso
charges. Whito army officers are

chargeable with these offenses and
the only way to reach these regular
army officers is through the regular
channels of the court martial. You

might do it too through the request
for an official investigation in tho
Congress. lias he done this or does
he propose to' do it? C«od knows we

regret this unfortum.,0 controversy.
W. E. B. DuBois stands head and
shoulders in many respects above any;
other race loader in the country.!
This petty business of attacking ono

of his follows cannot do him anyj
material good and it. may do Emmeuj
J. Scott much material harm. Cor-!
tainly, it will tend to divide onr peo
pie, who should at this time, above all
others bo united.
Lot him call off this attack upon

.Scott and file his charges beforo the
proper committco in tho Congress and
with tho Government officials at Wash

inglon to tho end that tho Negro-batr
oi\s' smiles in the army may he turn¬
ed to frowns and tho divisions now

so discernihlo among the -colored peo
l>le of tlio United States may he oblit¬
erated fi>r ever more. Among the col¬
ored folks at least, Dr. DuBois, let
us have pcaco.

A hundred years, to he sure, is a
very lit 1 1o time for the duration of
a national error; and it is so far
from being reasonable to look to its
decay at. so short a dato, that it can
hardly bo expected, within such lim¬
its, to have displayed tho full bloom
of its imbecility. S. Smith.

Trouble and over-work make some
people ill-tempered. You should know
how it is yourself.

i
Tho poopie of this world have been

about the same in evil and goodness
for many centuries in fact ever since
the foundation of the world.

Thousands of. poopie can submit
plans that not. one person in a mil¬
lion can exoeuto.
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